[II:1 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[II:2 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


And these are not taken into account [in the reading of the regular 
Sabbaths] [M. 3:7H]: 


There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “They are taken into 
account.” 


R. Zeira, Abba bar Jeremiah, R. Mattenah in the name of Samuel: 
“The law is in accord with him who says, “They are not taken into 
account.’” 


This is in accord with our version of the Mishnah. 


There is a Tannaite authority who teaches, “One opens the scroll, 
looks into it, rolls it up and then says the blessing [so that it will not 
appear that he is reading the blessing from the Torah scroll itself].” 


There is a Tannaite authority who teaches: “One opens the scroll, 
looks into it, and says the blessing.” 


R. Zeira, Abba bar Jeremiah, R. Mattenah in the name of Samuel: 
“The law is in accord with him who says, “One opens, looks into the 
Torah, and says a blessing.’” 


[D] What is the scriptural basis for this view? 


[E] “[And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he 
was above all the people;] and when he opened it all the people 
stood.” 


[F] And what is written thereafter? 


[G] “And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God; and all the people 
answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ [lifting up their hands; and they bowed 
their heads and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground]” 
(Neh. 8:5-6). 


[H] How did he proclaim God’s greatness? 
[I] R. Giddal said, “By pronouncing the ineffable name.” 
[J] R. Mattenah said, “With a blessing he declared his greatness.” 


[K] R. Simon in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “Why are they 
called, ‘The men of the Great Assembly’? Because they 
restored greatness to its place.” 


[L] Said R. Phineas, “Moses ordained the formula of the 
Prayer: ‘For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord 


